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About Me

Sometimes, | wish composing

Was as easy as moking
yogurt—once started, it would

essen’[ioﬂy create more of
itself. Even ’[hough that is
clefini’[ely not the case, I

-

generouy still take more
enjoyment in the olisorolerly
scrawls on the manuscript
paper pﬂing up on my desk
than in the tangy bacteria
cultures in my crockpor.
(However, I'm far more likely
to enjoy the yogurt as a late-
nigh’[ snack gornished with

honey and walnuts!)

Photography by Kat Prado Wilson

One of my favorite Jfhings
about composing and performing are the plenriful opportunities to explore new ideas and
make discoveries. Back when I wore pony’[oils like Penny Proud, obsessed over Animal
Planet, and dreamed of becoming a veterinarian, [ ]oegcrrl writing my own music thanks to a
projecr in my middle school orchestra class. Before 1or1g, [ was Wri’[ing chamber music for my
friends year after year.

Tooloty, the otbﬂi’[y to explore new ideas with both novices and virtuosi alike ’[ruly inspires
me. My associations with Derek Bermel, the Seattle Merropohron Chamber Orchestra, the
Portland Youth Philharmenie, and the San Bernardino Coun’[y Mousic Educators Association
are just a few exomples of my commitment to Working coHotborthively. Adcliﬁonoﬂy, when [
coach my violin and viola students through a new piece of repertoire, the opportunity to
look at music Jfhrough a new lens continues to invigorate me.

[ also enjoy teaching my students how to write their own music. To that end, in 2020 [
founded the You(th) Can Cornposel Summer Workshop, a personolized, online program for
]oeginrlers. In my capdcity as a Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra Composer Teoching Artist
Fellow, I also collaborated with local elemenrory students to write originotl works which
groups of LACO musicians then performed Currenﬂy, | sph’[ my erotching hours between my
own private studio and the Arts Connection of San Bernardino Counry, where [ {acilitate
composirion classes in local afterschool programs.

When I'm not Working on music or bornbording my enromologis’[ husband with my
curiosity about the insects he is s’[udying, I enjoy reoding nonfiction, ploying board games,
and Jfcrking lessons in Latin dance.

Sakari Dixon Vanderveer
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Visit www.SakariDixon.com to contact Sakari, learn about her latest projects, or norify her of
a perforrnonce of this work.



About Little Mountain Pastorale

I'm qui’[e nos{qlgic about my childhood memories of growing up in San Bernardino. [
remember stopping by Boston Market to grab a s{eqming-ho’[ order of macaroni, olealing
with the perﬂs of the Santa Ana winds in autumn, and waiting at the bus stop in my color-
blocked windbreaker (it was the 90s after alll). I'm pqr’[iculquy wistful about how much
more space we had in our little suburb on the "north end.” The roHing hills loty Virtuqﬂy
untouched ]oy development, ]oringing us reprieve from the neotrby cities” hustle and bustle.
Todqy, if you run a Google search for ‘San Bernotrolino,” one image [ bet you won't find is a
shepherd guiding his flock through the lush, emerald grasses of Little Mountain in the spring.
But that very real scene from my childhood made waiting for the bus to preschool at that

tHime much more exci’[ingl

To this oloty, these fond memories of my hometown inspire me to share my grot’[itucle for our
community whenever [ can. Therefore, when the San Bernardino County Mousic Educators
Association grqn’[ed me the opportunity to conduct the 2023 Elemen’[qry Honor Orchestra, 1
immediqtely Jfhough’[ of dedicqﬁng a piece to this potrﬁculolr pastorql memory.

From sixth Jrhrough twelfth grotde, [ looked forward to springtime performctnces with the

SBCMEA Honor Orchestra at the University of Redlands Memorial Chqpel—the very stage
where Little Mountain Pastorale premiered on February 95th, 2023, decades after that
hillside became a small plotzct and the flock ceased to visit us. I felt honored to mentor and
"shepherol“ students whose position [ was in many seasons ago. Toge’[her, we ]orough{ fond
memories to life while forging new ones to carry with us as the years go by.

To the students of the SBCMEA Elementqry Honor Orchestra: May you continue to find joy

in your musical journey and be a hgh’[ in this world, wherever your aspirations take youl

Sakari Dixon Vanderveer

Instrumentation:

1 - Full Score

8 - Violin I

8 - Violin 1

5 - Violin Il (Viola T.C)
5 - Viola

5 - Violoncello
5 - Double Bass

Duration: 2 minutes, 45 seconds

Performance Notes

At measure 17, the ensemble may perform the staccato notes with a brush stroke (ie, off the
string). However, it is also Qcceptqble to remain on the string.

At measure 29, it is recommended that the eighth notes remain on the string.
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